
 

The 

Orange and Black 
Martinsburg High School 

Football Team 
Breaks State 

Record  
By Rhonda Foreman 

On Friday, October 19 in 
Shenandoah Junction, the 
Martinsburg Bulldogs football 
team under the leadership of 
Coach Dave Walker defeated the 
Jefferson Cougars 70-0 to break 
the WV State Record for the most 
consecutive wins. The record 
previously set by the Class A 
Ansted Highlanders in 1970-1973 
was for 36 consecutive wins. The 
Bulldogs victory over the 
Cougars was the 37th consecutive 
win for the Bulldogs. The 
Bulldogs finish up regular season 
play against the Musselman 
Applemen on Friday, October 
26. The Bulldogs have a bye 
week the following week and 
then they will begin playoffs. 

Homecoming Week Provided 
Fun For All By Sean Albon 

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8  

   The week of Homecoming, students had Monday off due to Columbus 
Day then returned to have Tacky Tourist Day on Tuesday, Walt Disney 
Day on Wednesday, Decade Day on Thursday and Orange and Black 
Day on Friday. During the pep rally on Friday, Senator Shelly Capito 
came in to  greet  us  and congratulate Principal Sherman on being this 
year’s WV Principal of the Year. In the end, the seniors won this pep 
rally with the juniors next then a tie between freshmen and 
sophomores.  
   Starting the homecoming weekend right, on Friday the 12th, the 
Bulldogs beat Hedgesville (69-3) for the 21st time since 1997 and tied 
the state record by winning 36 games in a row. Grant Harman threw for 
4 touchdowns and ran for 1 and Elijah Banks also threw a touchdown. 
Jarod Bowie and Teddy Marshall both had 2 
touchdowns. Chelo Teneval and Trey Sine each had a touchdown. 
Sophomore Naieem Kearney had 3 rushing touchdowns.  
   During halftime, the homecoming court was announced. The court 
included: Makayla Smith, Sam Duffy, Jaidah Laws, Diante Dawson, 
Elizabeth Moreno, Anya Cooper, Hanna Jandrain, Amelia Jenkins, 
Destiny Klub, Kylie Roberts, Sean Albon, Adam Brinegar, Manav 
Patel, Josh Thomas, and Matt Vanduzer. Principal Sherman crowned the 
king, Adam Brinegar and MHS graduate and 2017 Homecoming Queen 
Carly Holben crowned the queen Amelia Jenkins. The following day, 
the “Night With the Stars” themed dance was held. Senior Amelia 
Jenkins said, “As the 2018 Homecoming Queen, this homecoming was 
by far the best one yet. The music was great and I felt the whole student 
body was involved and had a great experience.”   
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MHS Cheer Team Wins 
EPAC Competition  

By Joe Bokey 

   The Martinsburg High Varsity Cheer 
Team recently won the EPAC Competition 
held at Washington High School on 
October 18. The cheerleaders have 
maintained the success that they achieved 
last year when they qualified for the state 
tournament for the first time ever.  Coach 
Samantha Baze said, “the [team’s] main 
goal is to hit our routine and make it to 
states.” Baze believes the team ‘s strength 
is in their  “stunting.” 

    Upcoming competitions for the Bulldog 
Cheer Team are Regionals on November 3 
at Robert C. Byrd High School and then 
States on December 8 in Charleston. 

The Martinsburg Golf team has finished up 
their season.  The team played 15 matches this 
year with most of the matches being held at 
The Woods, Locust Hill, and Cress Creek. The 
team’s goal this year was “to get better every 
tournament and to keep building for next 
year,” according to first year golf coach Kyle 
Triggs.  Anyone interested in joining the golf 
team can see Coach Triggs for information.  
Coach Triggs would love to see more students 
come out for the team. He said, “Golf is a sport 
you can play your entire life, and it is useful in 
the business world since a lot of important 
decisions are made on a golf course.” 

MHS Golf Team Wraps 
Up Season  

By Joe Bokey  

The Cheer Squad 
Captains: Lexi Reel, Mercedes McGrain, Megan Rogers  
Senior:  Taylor Bleigh 
Juniors: Livvy Mills, Brooklyn Hesson, Seren LaTourette 
Hannah Faircloth 
Sophomores:  Rachael Shoemaker, Hannah Riner, Layla 
Price, Laryssa Price, Hadley Skalkeas 
Freshman: Paris Shoemaker 

L-R: Camden Burnett, Grayson Ross, James Dailey, 
Drew Grove, JD Nickey, and Alex Adams 
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Area’s First Mountain Biking Team Finishes 
Season By Hailey Rudy  

     Looking for a new hobby or activity? Mountain biking just might be the thing for you. 
This year is the first year Berkeley County has its own mountain biking team, the 
Velociraptors. Sean Godsey made this team come about! He and John-Paul Purdy are the 
coaches of the team. Right now it is composed of 8 riders and they are looking for more. 
Any boys and girls from 6th grade to 12th can be on the team.  
     To join the team you just have to show up to a practice! The team practices twice a week 
at Poor House Farm Park. Although the season came to an end this past weekend, the team 
is having practices throughout the winter. The team is open to anyone and they are looking 
for more people to recruit. This season Martinsburg High had one person on the team. 
Freshman Ian Purdy, placed 1st in Charleston, 4th in Morgantown, and 2nd in Parkersburg. 
Ian says “it’s very fun.” Overall, Ian “had a great season” and he is “excited for next 
season,” he says.  

Ian Purdy after the race. 

Ian on the podium 

Ian on the podium. 
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Apple Harvest Festival Brings Community 
Together By Livvy Mills 

This past weekend (October 19-21) was Apple Harvest 2018! Many sports and 
extracurricular activities of Martinsburg High school participate in this eventful 

weekend. MHS started the weekend off Thursday night (October 18th) with the 
annual Mountain State Apple Harvest Festival Courts Royal Gala at the Charles Town 
Races. The Apple Harvest Court consists of maids, princesses, and the “Queen Pomona”. 
On the court from MHS was maid Hanna Jandrain and princesses Abigail Joseph, Jordan 
Bohrer, Aaliyah Jaston and Faith Figgins. Our Queen of this year was Sydney Morris of 
Hedgesville High School. Friday October 19th was the coronation of Queen Pomona held in 
our auditorium, the Queen’s Reception and Grand Ball. Hanna Jandrain says her favorite 
part of being on the court was “getting to grow relationships with girls throughout the 
community i normally wouldn't.”  
	  	  
	   
Following Saturday was the annual Apple Harvest Parade. Participating in the parade from 
our school was Good Times Show Choir, MHS marching band and color guard, the 
cheerleading team, ROTC, FFA and the teachers even appeared in a 55 Strong float! To end 
the weekend Good Times had their yearly Apple Harvest performance at the Round House 
in Martinsburg. Every year MHS shows their school pride throughout the whole weekend 
and it is not something you want to miss!   

	  	  

MHS Apple Harvest Court Members, L-R: 

Jordan Bohrer, Faith Figgins, Hanna Jandrain, 

Abigail Joseph, and Aaliyah Jaston 
Good Times Show Choir Famous Apple Dumplings 
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Queen Pomona Sydney Morris, 

Maid Jillian O’Connell and Maid 

Hanna Jandrain with minor court 

Good Times 
Show Choir 

MHS Marching 
Band 

MHS FFA 

Martinsburg Members of 

Apple Harvest Court 

MHS Cheer Team w/Winners of Princess Bulldog MHS Color Guard 

ROTC 
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Taking Center Stage: 
What’s Next for MHS  
Theatre Department  

By Tanner Boeckmann 

Martinsburg High School’s Theatre department has already 
proved to be pretty busy, with the year being halfway done, 
they have already produced a stunning production of Steel 
Magnolias, but currently have many other productions up their 
sleeve. Steel Magnolias, the hit dramatic comedy certainly 
proved to be a hit last weekend at Martinsburg High School. Jo 
Hott who played “ M’Lynn” was, “ So excited to be part of 
such a wonderful cast, I’m so lucky to be a part of such a great 
show.” Emily Baker who played “ Truvy” also had wonderful 
things to say about the production,” I played Truvy, the 
cheerful, optimistic one of the group. My favorite part of 
playing her, is that we have so much in common, we are both 
sentimental people, and strive to please others and make them 
happy.” Dave Ryan, the program director and theatre teacher at 
Martinsburg wanted to thank the tech students at Martinsburg 
High School, “They work very hard, and aren’t really noticed. I 
wanted to make sure they were seen.” The tech students 
certainly built a great set, and Steel Magnolias was a hit as 
evidenced by the fantastic turnout for each of the shows. 

    While still in rehearsals for Steel Magnolias, the theatre 
department started on their competition piece, a 40 minute 
show that they will compete with at the Eastern Regional 
Theatre Conference. Details on the show are hushed for now, 
but more details will be released later. While the competition 
show is still rehearsed, the students of the theatre department 
are hard at work on their Christmas show, which they plan to 
travel with to local hospitals and senior living homes. 
According to student Jo Hott, “Last year we dreamt of 
traveling with a show and taking to children’s hospitals, since 
they may not got to see something like that during the holiday 
season. Everyone deserves to see the Christmas magic!”.  

    After the Christmas and competition pieces are complete, the 
theatre department will have a short break before they start 
working on their next project. Coming in spring 2019, the 
theatre department will present the hit musical, Little Shop Of 
Horrors. For now, the department will be focusing on their 
competition piece and Christmas show.  

Photos taken by Dave Ryan 

L-R, Paige Porter, Natalee-Jo Hott, 

KaitlynFrench, Emily Baker, Leila 

Voyles 

L-R, Paige Porter, Natalee-Jo 
Hott 

The set of Steel Magnolias 
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Be A Buddy: Join Buddies Club By Emily Beck 

    Every Thursday during all three lunches 
a club known as Buddies Club meets at 
Martinsburg High School. Buddies Club 
gives students the opportunity to socialize 
and create friendships with students who 
have intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. Sophomores Addie Hughes and 
Rylee Smith explained that the purpose of 
Buddies Club is, “ To help the kids feel 
involved in things like everyone else, to be 
inclusive and make everyone feel like 
school is a safe place to be yourself.” Rylee 
has been participating in Buddies Club 
since the beginning of the school year and 
said “My favorite part is making new 
friends with others kids that need them and 
who are so sweet”. Addie has thoroughly 
enjoyed her experience with Buddies Club 
and said, “ my favorite part is getting to 
spend time with those kids because they are 
so awesome!”  
    Buddies Club meets every Thursday 
during all three lunches, and is open to all 
students who want to participate. Addie and 
Rylee both encourage students to join, 
Addie said, “Yes of course I encourage 
more students to join, more students should 
be involved”. If you would like to get 
involved go to Mr. Burkhart’s room on 
Thursday’s during your lunch period. 
  

Daireion Scott covers her Buddy Addie Hughes’ face 

L-R Buddy Zora Muhammad, Mike Ward,  Stanley 

Peck,  and Buddy Riley Smith 
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Literacy Initiative Gains Momentum By Marah Francis 

    The monthly assignment of the five-paragraph literary 
initiative serves as a great importance to the administration to 
the school. Though most students disagree with this 
requirement, it is important for everyone to know how to 
condense and explain information. More job offers come to 
those who are better problem solvers, good thinkers, and 
better communicators.   
    Assistant Principal Mrs. Ralph explained, “one of the 
biggest things employers want are people that can 
problem solve, people that can work together, people that 
are creative, and hopefully through our writing we are 
learning to do that.”   
Though it is too early to see statistical progress, Mrs. Ralph 
shared that teachers have seen a difference in their students’ 
writing already. She said, “Based on what we see in the 
school day (from teachers and students), yes there has been 
progress. By walking through the SAT testing, you see   
students circling and underlining and using these strategies 
that they have learned.”  
    The school determined this was best based off where we 
were school wide as writers. Mrs. Ralph said, “Based off test 
scores (knowing that students are more than just test scores) 
we knew that you guys were not necessarily bad writers but 
basic writers. We knew in order to make you college and 
career ready we had to make a change. We knew that if we 
did a county sweep it would be more effective and more 
efficient.”   
    Mrs. Ralph also explained the change administration has 
seen in the younger students in the county. By the time they 
reach high school, they will be better equipped for writing 
and their own job opportunities. This is the point of the 
Literacy Initiative. Though it may seem like a tedious process 
to some, it is what is best for the future of Berkeley County 
students.   

Sample articles and the 
graphic organizer 
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Vaping in Schools On the Rise By Emily Dodds 
    High school teens have become accustomed to hearing stories about their parents 
smoking cigarettes in school. Just a few decades ago, you could find smoking areas for 
students located just outside gymnasium doors. In 2018, a new tobacco product is being 
used in our schools. Vaping has become the new trend among students in schools across 
the country; however, unlike cigarettes in the past, vaping and the use of any tobacco 
products is completely prohibited in schools and illegal for minors.  
     A specific type of vaping that students are doing in schools is through the use of a 
Juul. Juul is a brand of electronic cigarette with a sleek, compact design that produces a 
smaller amount of vapor in the air, making it easier for students to get away with in 
school. The company uses cartridges known as JuulPods, that contain nicotine salts, and 
each cartridge contains the same amount of nicotine as an entire pack of cigarettes. 
Vaping and the Juul was originally intended for adults trying to wean themselves off 
cigarettes, but they have become something being picked up by teens as a recreational 
activity.  
     Due to the addictive properties of nicotine, more and more schools are finding students 
sneaking Juuls between classes and even during class lessons. At Martinsburg High 
School, administrators are discovering the same issues going on in their halls and 
classrooms. Mr. Sine, who controls disciplinary action in the school, is extremely 
concerned with the vaping epidemic. “We’ve had an increase from when vaping and e-
cigarettes first came out to now. We attribute that to them being smaller and producing 
less vapor. It really just seems like the in thing to do right now,” Mr. Sine explained when 
questioned about the rise in students vaping. Sine also mentioned the possible 
punishments for being caught vaping or Juuling on school grounds. “The rules and the 
discipline for it are changing and increasing as the issue increases. The typical 
punishment is a five to ten day suspension, but we could see that become more severe.” 
Vaping and e-cigarettes such as the Juul create multiple serious punishments for minors 
whether being used in or out of school, and can create addictive habits and possible health 
risks for users of all ages. 

Juul Pods 
Confiscated Items 
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October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
By Jarod Bowie 

     October is Breast Cancer Awareness month.  According to the American Cancer Society, 
breast cancer is a disease in which cells divide and grow at an unusual rate.  Breast cancer is 
the second leading cause of death due to cancer for women.  About 270,000 cases of breast 
cancer are diagnosed every year for women.  Breast cancer is much more common in women 
than in men, but it can still be a risk factor for anyone.  Breast cancer can affect anyone, 
contrary to what you may have heard about it being a genetic disease. However, it is more 
likely for a woman that has a close family member with breast cancer to also later be 
diagnosed with cancer.  As the age of a woman increases, the likelihood of being diagnosed 
with cancer also increases. 

     The survival rate has increased over the years and now there are about 3 million survivors 
of breast cancer.  Fortunately, the risks of death due to breast cancer have lowered over the 
years because of new technology and treatments.  Doctors are now able to detect breast cancer 
in the earlier stages and put a stop to the disease faster.  Many people are unaware of how 
serious and how quickly breast cancer can overcome a person.  That is why this month is used 
to raise awareness and help people to realize how important it is to take the necessary 
precautions such as monthly breast exams, and bi-yearly mammograms for women over the 
age of 40, to catch the disease in its earliest stages.  The pink ribbon is a reminder to everyone 
to keep fighting for a cure for breast cancer. 
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Brett Kavanaugh Sworn in as Supreme Court 
Justice By Tanner Boeckmann 

     Last Friday, President Trump’s Supreme Court justice nominee Brett Kavanaugh was 
sworn into the Supreme Court by a vote of 50-48. Kavanaugh, a native of Washington D.C., 
faced much adversity when his nomination was announced. Democrats were very opposed to 
his nomination, while conservatives felt very content. Looking past political opinion, the 
people couldn’t deny that Kavanaugh was qualified for the job. Kavanaugh attended Yale 
University, and moved on to Yale Law School to get his law degree. Kavanaugh served as a 
law clerk to Justice Anthony M. Kennedy early in his law career. Kavanaugh’s esteemed 
resume included being a partner in the D.C. law firm Kirkland and Ellis, and serving under 
former President George Bush. Though Kavanaugh’s resume may be impressive, not 
everyone agrees on having him in this position.  

     Shortly after the announcement of Kavanaugh’s nomination, several women came 
forward accusing him of sexual assault, the first being Dr. Christine Blasey Ford. Dr. Ford, a 
psychology professor at Palo Alto University came forward accusing Kavanaugh of sexually 
assaulting her at a high school party. Opinions on the accusation were mixed, but according 
to Elaine Comer, the art and leadership teacher at Martinsburg High School, “[I am] so glad 
that Dr. Ford came forward, and was glad she was heard. Comer also went on to say, “I 
know Kavanaugh felt attacked, but I hope he learned, and his demeanor will change once 
he’s in the court.” Whether the accusations were true or not, Dr. Ford paved the way for 
countless other women to come forward, and have their stories told.  

     Though his actions did not reflect well on him, Kavanaugh still got the vote to get into the 
Supreme Court. Elaine Comer wishes that, “[A] female would have been nominated, 
but based on his qualifications, he was qualified.” Political tensions are still high. While 
Republicans are happy, Democrats are still fighting, and with the mid-term election coming 
up, it’s anybody’s game. Despite everything that has happened, Kavanaugh did in fact get 
sworn into the Supreme Court, while Dr. Ford paved the way for many other women’s 
voices to be heard.  

Sources: Businessinsider.com 

Brett Kavanaugh 



 

 

 

November Dates 
November 6 Election Day…No School…Go VOTE! 

November 12 Veterans Day…No School…Thank a Veteran 

November 21-23  Thanksgiving Break…No School…Thank a Turkey 
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